
 
 
 

 
 
Devizes Area Board 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE DEVIZES AREA BOARD MEETING HELD ON 13 JANUARY 
2020 AT DEVIZES HUB AND LIBRARY, SHEEP STREET, DEVIZES. 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Anna Cuthbert, Cllr Peter Evans, Cllr Sue Evans, Cllr Richard Gamble (Vice-
Chairman), Cllr Simon Jacobs (Chairman) and Cllr Philip Whitehead 
 
 
  

 
1 Welcome 

 
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting and advised that the 
meeting was being recorded by Devizes Outdoor Celebratory Arts (DOCA). At 
the Chairman’s introduction the councillors present introduced themselves.  
 

2 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
 

 Cllr Laura Mayes 

 Georgina Keily-Theobald, Headteacher, Downland School 
 

3 Minutes 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were presented for consideration and it was; 
 
Resolved: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 November 2019 were agreed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

4 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Richard Gamble declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 15, the 
HWBG grant application from the Wiltshire Museum, he declared he would 
consider the application with an open mind and would still vote on the item.  
 
Cllr Richard Gamble also declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 17, 
the grant application from Devizes Assize Court Trust. He declared he would 
consider the application with an open mind and would still vote on the item.  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Cllr Peter Evans declared an interest in agenda item 15, the HWBG grant 
application from the Wiltshire Museum. Cllr Peter Evans stated that he would 
not take part in the debate or vote on the item. 
 
Cllr Peter Evans and Cllr Sue Evans declared an interest in agenda item 17, the 
grant application from Devizes Town Council as they are both members of 
Devizes Town Council. They stated that they would not take part in the debate 
or vote on the item.  
 

5 Grant Feedback - SW Ambulance Charity 
 
The Chairman explained that this item would be postponed until a future area 
board meeting, as the lifting chair, although orderd, had not yet arrived.  
 

6 Chairman's Announcements 
 
The Chairman made the following announcements: 
 

 Wiltshire Family and Community Learning 
Wiltshire Family and Community Learning included a range of 
community-based and outreach learning opportunities. Courses were 
funded by the Education and Skills Funding Agency.  
Learners must be 19+, have been resident in UK/EU for three or more 
years, have less than five GCSEs grades A-C and/or be a service family 
and/or in receipt of benefits.  
Call on 01225 770478 to find out more about the service. Or email: 
familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk. 

 

 Flood Resilience in Your Local Area 
Communities might be interested in holding a workshop to enable any 
towns and parishes within the area the opportunity to sit down and work 
through drafting up a flood plan for their community along with a 
colleague from the Environment Agency.  
Communities could find out if they were at risk of flooding here: 
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk. 
For more information please contact Renate Malton, Flood Resilience 
Officer on renate.malton@wiltshire.gov.uk. 

 

 CATG and Air Quality & Transport Strategy 
There were no updates from CATG and the Air Quality and Transport 
Strategy group as there had not been any meetings since the last Area 
Board. 
A member of the audience commented that the Air Quality and Transport 
Strategy (AQTS) group, which was set up in 2012, had not made much 
progress, particularly on public transport. They requested much more 
commitment on this and wanted the group and Wiltshire Council to focus 
their minds due to the climate emergency. The comment received a 
round of applause from the audience.   
Another member of the audience commented that they were pleased 
with the extension of the tow path. However, it ended at Windsor Drive, 
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so did not really go anywhere and was therefore pointless. It was 
suggested that the towpath should be extended under the bridge and 
then on into the local estate.  
Cllr Richard Gamble, as Chairman of CATG and AQTS, thanked the 
audience members for their thoughts and stated that he wholeheartedly 
agreed. Cllr Gamble also mentioned the Devizes Parkway Station 
project, a long-term project to bring back a railway station to Devizes, 
which was being worked on and would progress public transport.  
An audience member stated that this was good, however decisions made 
around public transport needed to be evidence based. Investing in buses 
may be more useful as some studies showed that for every 1 train user 
there were 7 bus users. 

 

 Wiltshire Council – Focus on the Future 
Wiltshire Council were holding a series of Focus on the Future meetings, 
where local residents could join the council’s senior leaders to discuss 
the services that the council provides and its plans for future years. The 
Devizes event was to take place on Thursday 16 January 2020, 5.30pm 
at the Devizes Hub and Library. All were welcome to attend. 

 

 Devizes Eisteddfod 
Cllr Richard Gamble made this announcement as the Chairman was also 
Chairman of Devizes Eisteddfod. This was an annual five-day 
competitive festival of music, drama, speech, dance, writing, art and 
photography for people of all ages, who may enter individually or through 
a school or group. In November a number of very successful events were 
held around Devizes, with over 1000 children taking part. Cllr Gamble 
congratulated all participants and particularly Eliza Munday for winning 
2019 Young Musician of the Year with her beautiful performance of The 
Lark Ascending.  
 

 Parish Name Change Proposal 
An additional announcement not included in the agenda was that the 
parish of Cheverell Parva has requested to change its name to Little 
Cheverell. A survey was available on the community governance review 
page of the website: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council-democracy-cgr if 
anyone wanted to comment on the proposal.    

 
7 Partner Updates 

 

 Wiltshire Police 
Chris Martin the Inspector for Devizes was in attendance, he explained 
that he was now back at work after being absent for a while.  
Inspector Martin directed the meeting to the report in the agenda and 
highlighted the following points.  
With regards to the severe fire in Waiblingen Way, 1 man had been 
arrested, enquiries were ongoing with over 20 police staff working on the 
investigation.  
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There had been a robbery at a local petrol station before Christmas for 
which two suspects had been arrested and were on bail. It was hoped 
that the Crown Prosecution Service would charge the suspects.  
Operation Spruce was conducted over the holiday period to target crimes 
that traditionally increase over the festive period, for example, shoplifting. 
The operation included increased retail patrols and road side stop 
checks. There were 11 arrests for drink and drug driving offences.  
There was also a rave recently on Salisbury Plain, 2 vehicles were 
seized and there were some arrests for drug offences.  
In response to questions it was stated that although the Inspector did not 
have figures to hand it seemed like drink and drug driving offences were 
increasing. This may partly be due to the availability of technology where 
the police could use wipes to test people at the roadside for certain 
drugs. It was stated that an advertising campaign regarding drug driving 
and police use of drug wipes would be good, however this was 
something that would have to be implemented at a national level.  
 

 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
A video was shown to the meeting regarding the OPCC precept 
consultation. The increase for a band D property would be £1 a month, 
taking the annual cost to £218 per year for an average property. There 
was a you tube video you could watch here: 
https://youtu.be/SnokAmvcZo8 and people could comment on the 
proposals here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8NQQJFW. The 
deadline to comment was midday on 31 January 2020.  
 

 Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service 
At the beginning of the meeting the Chairman announced that at the 
request of the DWFRS this item was to be moved to the very start of the 
agenda to enable the officers to attend a briefing on the recent terrible 
fire in Waiblingen Way.  
The Chairman requested that a short silence be observed in memory of 
Ulla Derrick who sadly died in the fire on Waiblingen Way. 
Station Manager Phil Peaple give an update to the meeting. He 
explained that a late report would be published online after the meeting: 
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=163&MId=12403
&Ver=4.  
The service had attended 5 false alarms, 8 fires and 4 Road Traffic 
Collisions. The fire service were called to the severe fire at Waiblingen 
Way just after 1.00am on the 17 December 2019. There was a great 
response from Devizes fire station, with both appliances up and out in 10 
minutes, which for an on-call fire station was very good. The layout of the 
flats was quite strange and the crews found it hard at first to get the right 
angle of approach to tackle the fire. Extra appliances were called in from 
neighbouring stations and Fire Survival Guidance (FSG) was issued by 
the control room to the best of their ability. It was believed that the fire 
was caused by arson although investigations were ongoing. Following 
the incident, the fire service undertook interventions at the neighbouring 
properties, comprising of ‘Safe and Well’ visits to try to make the 
residents feel safe, for example smoke alarms were fitted and advice 
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given. The fire service had also produced plans of the building for future 
reference, as on the night they found it hard to identify which flat was 
which.  
If anyone knew someone who could benefit from a ‘Safe and Well’ visit 
they could get more information at https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/safe-
and-well-visits/. 

 

 Schools updates 
Sarah Lowkis, Headteacher of Lavington School gave a brief update to 
the meeting. The headteacher explained that good governance was key 
to make sure schools are strong and secure. Lavington School was part 
of Equa Multi Academy Trust, which also included 5 primary schools in 
the area, some of which were Voluntary Aided Foundation schools. 
These schools were struggling to get foundation governors. The 
headteacher requested anyone who had relevant experience or skills 
and could become a governor to contact the Equa Multi Academy Trust 
at https://equa.org.uk/contact-us/. 
 

 Town and Parish Councils 
There were no Town and Parish Council updates.  
 

 Health Services 
The Chairman referred the meeting to the usual written updates in the 
agenda pack.  
 
The Chairman thanked all the partners present for their updates.  

 
8 CCG - Update on Devizes Health Centre 

 
The meeting received an update from Dr Richard Sandford-Hill of the CCG on 
the Devizes Health Centre. 
 
Dr Sandford-Hill reminded the meeting that it was the time of year that flu was 
prevalent and stated that there had been an increase in the numbers of people 
contracting the virus and an increase in hospital admissions as a result. He 
recommended that people get vaccinated against the flu.   
 
Regarding the integrated care centre, the outline business case had been 
approved and would now need to be assessed by procurement. This process 
would take approximately 12 weeks. The CCG had agreed to continue funding 
development of the full business case, which would take another 9 months to a 
year. So, although progress was being made it was slow.  
 
In response to questions it was stated that work would probably start in the first 
or second quarter of 2021.  
 
There was a shortage of GP’s in the Devizes area, this was also reflected 
nationally. With the population living longer and many people living with 
complex health issues this was a problem as demand was going up. Two of the 
Devizes practices had been advertising for Doctors for over a year. One way to 
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combat the issues was to employ more non-doctors, for example to have a 
Primary Care Network that utilised nurse practitioners, paramedics, pharmacists 
and physiotherapists. Devizes had one of the most developed Primary Care 
Networks in Wiltshire, but more Doctors were needed.  
 
It was explained that the old hospital would not be shut until the new building 
was up and running, there were still people working there. Friends of Devizes 
Hospital addressed the meeting and explained that they had money to spend 
but were not sure what to do with it due to the current situation. Dr Sandford-Hill 
stated that it may be worth holding fire until new building is built. If anything was 
bought for the old hospital it may be worth making sure that it would it be 
transferred over to the new building. 
 
A representative of Sustainable Devizes queried the poor nature of bus services 
to Marshall Road, the site of the new care centre, and asked if this would be 
addressed.  Cllr Whitehead stated that all bus routes and timings to the new 
care centre would be looked at.  
 
A question was received regarding flu jabs being ineffective, people being 
admitted to hospital as they were not given antibiotics and whether there was a 
policy to be careful when issuing antibiotics. Dr Sandford-Hill explained that the 
flu was a virus and does not respond to antibiotics. If complications arose 
involving secondary infection, then at that stage antibiotics might be given. He 
could not comment on the particular case mentioned as he had not seen the 
patient, but if there was no evidence of a secondary infection then antibiotics 
would not usually be issued for the flu as they had no effect and Doctors were 
trying to prevent antibiotic resistance. 
      
A member of the audience asked whether there would be a minor injuries unit at 
the care centre as with population increase it would seem like a good idea, that 
made ecological and economic sense. It was explained that it was hoped that 
minor injuries could be treated at the new centre. The proposals were not that 
different to the Urgent Care Centre that was originally proposed. However, they 
did not want a walk in and wait facility. The idea was for people to telephone 
and get triaged, then attend the centre as necessary.  
 
The Chairman thanked Dr Sandford-Hill for the update.  
  
 

9 Waste Collection Changes 
 
Tracy Carter, Interim Waste Management and Carbon reduction Lead Officer, 
Wiltshire Council, gave a presentation on upcoming changes to the way waste 
and recycling was collected in Wiltshire. 
 
Wiltshire Council was changing the way they collected waste, moving to co-
mingled collection for recycling, this system had been proven to be successful 
in many areas of the country. Collections would still be fortnightly, although as a 
consequence of the changes, some collection days would change. Residents 
would be notified by post several weeks in advance of any changes to collection 



 
 
 

 
 
 

days. Once residents had received this letter they would also be able to view 
changes online and print a calendar if they wished.  
 
Under the new system, glass and textiles would still go in the black box. 
Anything else recyclable could go in the blue lidded bin. Examples of items that 
could go in the blue lidded bin were plastic bottles, pots, tubs, trays, cardboard 
boxes, food and drink cartons, paper, food and drink cans, aerosols and foil. 
 
It was requested that people wash and squash items if possible. Washing the 
items helped to maintain the quality of the materials and squashing them simply 
meant you could fit more in the bin. 
 
The black box would still be used for glass. The reason glass would still be kept 
separate was that the re-processors liked to have it separate to prevent glass 
shards getting into other recycling. The collection vehicles had a separate pod 
for glass. Textiles could also be put in the black box however these must be 
bagged up and the bag tied. Unfortunately, duvet’s and sleeping bags could not 
be recycled. 
 
The Council did not make a profit from recycling, however money raised from 
recycling helped to offset the cost of collecting waste. 
 
Hopefully the proposed changes would make it easier for residents to recycle 
and should therefore increase recycling rates. The changes would also mean 
that one type of vehicle could collect all types of waste and recycling. This 
meant that Wiltshire Council could get rid of about 38 vehicles from the road, 
which in itself would help to reduce carbon emissions and costs. The changes 
meant that collection times may also change. It was requested that residents 
put their bins out by 7.00am on the day of collection.   
 
A new materials recovery facility was being built in Calne, which would sort the 
mixed recycling. 
 
Residents could sign up for email alerts from the waste service at   
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling-collection-changes in order to 
be kept up to date with developments.  You could also register to get a larger 
bin or an extra bin at this address. 
 
If parishes and community groups required advice or help regarding spreading 
the news about the changes they were welcome to email: 
wasteandrecycling@wiltshire.gov.uk.  
Details were given regarding the End Destination Charter, which was a 
voluntary scheme developed by the Resource Association to promote openness 
and transparency over end destinations of waste. Wiltshire Council had signed 
up to this scheme and published annual reports on line at: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/what-happens-to-recycling. 
 
People were asked to reduce what they use, reuse what they could and to 
recycle.  
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In response to a question regarding collecting food waste it was stated that the 
government had published a bill at the end of 2019, mandating that local 
authorities may have to do food waste collections, the council was awaiting the 
legislation. Wiltshire Council wanted to encourage people to reduce food waste 
by planning their meals, freezing items, using portion control and using recipes 
for leftovers. Wiltshire Council residents could also purchase a discounted food 
waste digester, which would take all cooked and uncooked food waste including 
meat, fish, bones, dairy products, vegetables and fruit. Go to 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/home-composting--rev-0 to find out more about 
getting a food waste digester.  
  
Food waste collection in metropolitan areas often worked well. However, in rural 
areas the situation was a bit different. Sending large lorries which used lots of 
diesel to collect small packets of food waste was illogical, it was far better to 
reduce food waste.  
 
Cllr Whitehead was asked whether he would front a campaign to leave 
packaging in shops. It was felt that if civic leaders supported this then the 
campaign may take off. Cllr Whitehead stated that he would discuss this with 
the proposer.  
 
In response to a question asking how much waste was still going to landfill it 
was stated that last year 16% of waste collected went to landfill. Most waste 
that could not be recycled was now used for energy.  
 
The high cost of the Green bin service for garden waste was queried, which had 
resulted in some residents dropping out of the scheme. It also seemed to some 
residents that the collection lorries still went by even though residents were no 
longer part of the scheme. It was explained that the collection rounds were 
reviewed and if no one had signed up then the collection routes taken would be 
changed. The council had also reduced the number of vehicles used.  
 
The meeting was encouraged to compost at home wherever possible. The 
council had a statutory requirement to collect waste, but not green waste. It 
could not add the cost of green waste collection to council tax as there were lots 
of residents who did not have gardens. If residents did not want to use the 
scheme they could compost at home or take the waste to a recycling centre. 
The numbers of residents using the service were increasing. There was 
revenue made from the compost produced but Wiltshire Council did not make a 
profit from it.   
 
Wiltshire Council had no authority over supermarkets in order to get them to 
address issues with packaging and shelf life. It did however work with other 
local authorities to try to influence central government to improve the situation.  
 
The Chairman thanked the officer for her presentation and stated it was hoped 
that the changes to recycling would be implemented around March 2020. 
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10 Warm & Safe Wiltshire 
 
Mike Joyce, Energy Advisor at the Centre for Sustainable Energy gave a 
presentation to the meeting.  
 
It was explained that there was an increasingly documented link between health 
and housing. Living in cold/damp homes had significant physical and mental 
health implications. This resulted in increased GP visits, unplanned hospital 
admissions and excess winter deaths.  
 
Fuel poverty, when a household spent more than 10% of their income on bills 
was a problem. If anyone knew someone living in fuel poverty, they could refer 
them to Safe and Well Wiltshire. Things to look out for included; the home 
feeling cold or draughty; smells of damp and/or signs of mould/condensation; no 
sign of any heating or the only heating being an open fire, portable electric 
radiators or bottled gas; curtains being closed during the day to keep the heat in 
or signs that the householder only lived in (and heated) one room. The number 
of households living in fuel poverty in Wiltshire was 9% in 2018, which equated 
to around 18,426.  
 
The energy efficiency of homes was looked at.  Houses were awarded  Energy 
Performance Certificates (EPC) and these could be found at 
http://epcregister.com/. An example is shown below: 
 

 
 
An average house was band D and would spend approximately £1,150 per year 
on fuel. An average band A property would spend approximately £530 and an 
average band G property would spend £2,200. The energy efficiency of the 
home could have a large economic impact as well as an environmental impact. 
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91% of properties in the South West were classed as band D or below. There 
was a need to get the housing stock up to standard.  
 
Sustainability was defined as “meeting the needs of the present generation 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. 
There were huge challenges to face in the housing sector regarding 
sustainability.  
 
Smart Metres were free to install, the in-home display showed how much 
energy the household was using and allowed residents to identify opportunities 
to save energy and modify behaviour to use less fuel. Smart meters would 
submit meter readings to your supplier automatically, so residents no longer 
needed to read the meter. Bills would be accurate with no more estimates. Pre-
payment metres could be topped up online or by text when you have a smart 
metre. The use of Smart meters would facilitate the accurate prediction of 
national energy demand, this would lead to increased energy efficiency, less 
infrastructure and environmental benefits.  
 
There were myths surrounding Smart metres such as: 
 

 You could not switch supplier. However, 2nd generation meters allowed 
uninterrupted switching between suppliers. 

 Smart meters could spy on you. However, Smart meters could not spy, 
they could only measure energy use and share the readings with your 
supplier. 

 Renters could not get a smart meter. However, if you pay the bills and 
the meter belongs to your supplier, then you have the right to request a 
smart meter.   

 Smart meters are dangerous. The government watchdog on public health 
says that smart meters did not pose a risk to health in installation or 
infrequent radio wave bursts, they emitted a lower EMF reading than 
your mobile phone or microwave. 

 
Warm and Safe Wiltshire provided free phone-based energy advice and 
support, home visits (if eligible), the fitting of simple energy saving measures 
and funding for home improvements (if eligible).  
 
The Priority Services Register provided extra help for people during power cuts 
and water outages. People could register for the service if they were disabled, 
of pension age, they had children under 5 or other vulnerabilities. 
 
Warm and Safe Wiltshire could also provide financial support for water bills and 
supported referrals to other relevant services.      
 
To refer people or to get help visit www.cse.org.uk/referral, call 0800 038 5722 
or email warmandsafe@cse.org.uk. It was advised that the best method to 
contact them was to call the telephone number.  
 
In response to questions it was stated that planning constraints on historic 
houses could mean it was difficult to make them energy efficient, for example to 
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install double glazing or insulation. One solution was to install secondary double 
glazing. However, it would be best to call for advice.   
 
It was explained that you should be able to get a second-generation smart 
meter even in an area with no mobile phone signal as the second-generation 
metres did not rely on mobile connections but had their own Wi-Fi network. This 
Wi-Fi network covered more than 90% of UK at the moment, so most people 
should be able to get a Smart meter. People were advised to ensure that they 
were being provided a second-generation Smart metre, rather than a first-
generation Smart meter.  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Joyce for his presentation.  
 

11 The Climate Emergency and Wiltshire Council 
 
In February 2019 Wiltshire Council passed a motion declaring the Climate 
Emergency, for details see http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-
emergency. The council resolved to seek to make the county of Wiltshire 
(excluding Swindon) carbon neutral by 2030 and to establish our carbon 
baseline and renewables baseline. The Cabinet went further and had committed 
to making Wiltshire Council Carbon Neutral by 2030. When it came to Wiltshire 
as a county, there were lots of things outside of Wiltshire Council’s control. It 
was therefore easier to make Wiltshire Council Carbon Neutral as we had 
control of it.  
 
To help achieve this the council would update the local plan to include the 
carbon neutral plan, and green policies for any new builds. Consultations would 
begin on the local plan in 2020. The transport plan would also be updated; 
public transport, walking and cycling needed to be promoted. Moving forward all 
Wiltshire Council plans would need to be developed to include policies on 
reducing carbon. 
 
In order to able to address the problems and reduce carbon emissions the 
council needed to establish carbon baselines. Baseline emissions referred to 
the production of carbon that had occurred in the past and which were being 
produced prior to the introduction of any strategies to reduce emissions. The 
baseline measurement would be determined over a set period, typically one 
year. This historical measurement would act as a benchmark to evaluate the 
success of subsequent efforts to reduce emissions. Without the knowledge of 
baseline emissions, it would be impossible to reliably judge the success of any 
remediation efforts. To do this Wiltshire Council were talking to local 
universities; the Anthesis Group (SCATTER); Swindon and Wiltshire Local 
Economic Partnership; the Local Government Association; and other local 
authorities to see what they do. SCATTER was a city-based system that did not 
work so well for rural areas, so talks were in progress to see if a rural version 
could be developed.  
 
It was estimated that each Wiltshire Council resident was responsible for 
approximately 7 tonnes of carbon emissions a year. 
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Wiltshire Council had established a Global Warming and Climate Emergency 
task group, chaired by Cllr Graham Wright, to consider renewable energy 
generation, energy use and efficiency; planning; transport and air quality; waste; 
land use; business and industry; the carbon baseline and renewable energy 
baseline. The aim of the task group was to develop an effective strategy which 
would then be approved by council. The council wanted to get things right, so it 
was worth investigating all the options. 
 
The council aimed to adapt housing stock and council buildings to make them 
more energy efficient. This included introducing solar arrays over park and ride 
sites and solar panels on council housing stock. All street lights would be 
changed to LED’s which were far more efficient and decreased light pollution. 
These were better for the environment and would save the council around 
£200,000 a year. The council wanted all new housing stock to be green and 
were in talks with passive house builders. Changes to waste collection would 
also help. 
The meeting was encouraged to sign up for the green pledge at: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-emergency. Cllr Whitehead 
had pledged to cycle to Trowbridge one day a week. If everyone made small 
changes this would have a significant effect.   
  
Friends of the Earth had found Wiltshire Council to be the best performing local 
authority in England and Wales, however there were still many improvements to 
be made. 
 
In response to questions it was stated that approximately 65% of Wiltshire could 
not have wind turbines due to it being an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
MOD land or restricted airspace. Decisions on wind turbines needed to have 
local support.  
 
In response to a question from a member of Friends of the Earth regarding 
reviewing the sustainability of the A303 scheme, it was stated that the council 
constantly reviewed its position. The A303 road scheme was proposed after the 
South West was cut off by flooding on the M5.  A303 decisions were usually 
based on the impact on the nearby villages. Cllr Whitehead was happy to 
discuss this after the meeting.  
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Whitehead for the presentation.  
 
Cllr Anna Cuthbert left the meeting.  
 

12 The Climate Emergency 
 
The Chairman announced that due to time constraints this item would 
unfortunately need to be cut from the agenda. The Chairman apologised to 
people who had come to the meeting especially for this item. It was decided to 
move this item to the next area board meeting where the majority of time would 
be allocated to topic.  
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13 Open Floor 
 
There were no questions from the floor.  
 

14 Local Youth Network 
 
Representatives of the organisations applying for grants spoke in support of 
their applications.  
 
The applications for youth grant funding were considered and it was; 
 
Resolved: 
 

 To grant Wiltshire YFC, £2,500.00 towards their Summer Devizes 
2020 Pop Up Youth Café. 

 To grant Wiltshire YFC, £2,700.00 towards a Potterne Youth Club 
Worker for 2020.  

 To grant Bromham Youth Club, £4848.00 towards running costs for 
2020/2021.  

 To grant Devizes Lions Club, £1,000.00 towards the Lions Sports 
Coaching Weekend 2020. 

 
The Chairman thanked Steve at YFC, their other youth workers and Darren 
Barber of Bromham Youth Club for their hard work.  
 

15 Health and Wellbeing Group 
 
Cliff Evans, Chairman of the Devizes Health and Wellbeing Group gave an 
update to the meeting.  
 
It was stated that there were going to be two health and wellbeing days held in 
the Market Place and the Shambles in 2020. The ‘Be Social’ health and 
wellbeing day would be in May and the ‘Be active’ health and wellbeing day 
would be held in October. At these events exhibitors would showcase what’s 
available.  
 
The Devizes Silver Screen Club would be running again in 2020, with a new 
programme of films to watch at St James’s.  
 
The Chairman thanked Cliff for the update.  
 
A representative of Wiltshire Museum spoke in support of their HWB grant 
application.  
 
The application was considered and it was; 
 
Resolved: 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 To grant Wiltshire Museum, Devizes, £900.00 towards their 
Common Ground - Reminiscence Volunteers for the Community 
project. 

 
The board was asked to note the following application for Health and Wellbeing 
funding which had already been awarded under the delegated authority of the 
Community Engagement Manager and it was; 
 
Resolved: 
 

 To note the Wiltshire Centre for Independent Living, £250.00 
towards their Community Christmas Shindig 2019, which had 
already been awarded under the delegated authority of the 
Community Engagement Manager.  

 
 
 

16 Community Engagement Manager Update 
 
Andrew Jack, Community Engagement Manager for Devizes, stated that he 
was preparing for the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment event, which would 
take place in March.  
 

17 Area Board Funding 
 
Representatives of the organisations applying for Community Area Grants 
spoke in support of their applications.  
 
The board considered the applications and it was; 
 
Resolved: 
 

 To grant Devizes Outdoor Celebratory Arts (DOCA), £4,192.00, 
towards replacement equipment. 

 To grant Devizes Town Council, £4,110.00, towards fencing for the 
Archery Ranges at Green Lane Playing Field. 

 To grant Devizes Assize Court Trust, £5,000.00 towards Devizes 
Assize Court - starting the journey.  

 To grant Youth Adventure Trust, £1986.82, towards their Vulnerable 
Young People from Devizes Fulfilling their Potential project.  
 

 
18 Urgent items 

 
A member of the audience stated that they were worried about a person they 
knew who required an occupational therapy assessment but had been waiting 
for 6 months. Cllr Whitehead asked them to email him directly with details and 
he would investigate the matter.  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

The Chairman acknowledged and thanked Elizabeth Denbury who had started 
a Go Fund Me page to support the victims of the fire in Waiblingen Way.  
 

19 Close 
 
The next ordinary meeting of the Area Board would be held on Monday 16 
March 2020 at the Devizes Hub and Library. The major item on the agenda 
would be the climate emergency.  
 

 
(Duration of meeting:  6.30 pm - 9.05 pm) 

 
 

The Officer who has produced these minutes is Tara Shannon of Democratic 
Services, direct line 01225 718352, e-mail tara.shannon@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
Press enquiries to Communications, direct line (01225) 713114/713115 

 


